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AS WE GATHER

desire to stay in the temple, but it was obvious to Him. There was a long list of blessings God was 
able to give to Solomon; fortunately, the king chose the right one. The Epistle tells us what God 
wants and what He has done for us, regardless of if we have understood His plan. He has chosen 
us, given us the Holy Spirit, and included us in a gracious inheritance. And it all revolves around 
our Savior His birth, suffering, death, and resurrection. Jesus did all that was necessary for 
grace to be poured out on us, thanks be to God. It is all certainly beyond our understanding.

red to Lutheran members in Altar 

Confessions) that only those who share the same faith and teaching of Doctrine should Commune together. 
Acts 2:42, 1 Cor. 10:17, 1 Cor. 11:26 and Rom. 16:17 is where we find this written, if this is your first time 
at St. Matthew, and would like to take Communion, please talk to the Pastor before the service. If you are 

taking Communion, please fill out the Communion Registration form. ****

service in the Narthex. We here at St. Matthew pray
that you enjoy your time worshiping with us today.

Second Sunday After Christmas



LSB 412 The People That in Darkness Sat 
 

INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Introit 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 

 glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 

 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 

 his understanding is beyond measure. 
But the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, 

in those who hope in his steadfast love.
Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem!

Praise your God, O Zion!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.



Kyrie 
Lord have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon us, Lord have mercy 
upon us 

Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory be to God on high: 
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, 
we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great 
glory.  O Lord, the 
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the 
Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou 
that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest 
at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For Thou only 
art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy 
Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your 
incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may shine forth in our lives; through 
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

First Reading 1 Kings 3:4 15                                                                     
4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high 
place. Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5At 
Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, 

6And Solo
and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because he walked 
before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 
toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and 



have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. 7And now, O LORD my 
God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although 
I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And your 
servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great 
people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9Give your 
servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may 
discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great 

 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11And God said 

life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right, 12behold, I now do according to your 
word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you 
has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13I give you also 
what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall 
compare with you, all your days. 14And if you will walk in my ways, 
keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, 

 15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a 
dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant 
of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a 
feast for all his servants.                                                                                 
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                         
Thanks be to God.        

Epistle Ephesians 1:3 14                                                                              
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he 
chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption as sons 
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of 
his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all 
wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery of his will, according 



to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of 
time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In him 
we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the 
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his 
will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise 
of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel 
of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy 
Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession 
of it, to the praise of his glory.                                                                      
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                                         
Thanks be to God 

Luke 2:40 52                                                                                                  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.                                                     
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.                                                                               
40The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the 
favor of God was upon him. 41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year 
at the Feast of the Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, they went 
up according to custom. 43And when the feast was ended, as they were 
returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not 
know it, 44

but then they began to search for him among their relatives and 
acquaintances, 45and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, 
searching for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting 
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all 
who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48And 
when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to 

Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been 
49

looking for me? Did you not kno
50And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to 

them. 51And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was 
submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her 



heart. 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God 
and man.                                                                                                      
This is the Gospel of the Lord.                                                                         
Praise be to Thee, O Christ 

Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, 

 the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 

 and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 

 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, 

 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 

 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
 and ascended into heaven 

 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.



 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
LSB 409 Hail, O Source of Every Blessing 

                                       Sermon  
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 
me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free 

spirit. Amen. 
Offering 

 
Prayer of the Church 

Blessed be You, O God our Father, for in Your great wisdom, mercy, and 
love You have chosen us to be Your own children by faith in Christ. Grant 
to Your whole church Your light, love, and peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Give wisdom, O God, to all preachers of Your Word, to all pastors and 
leaders in Your church, wherever they may be, that they may rightly divide 
Your Word, proclaim it with power, and administer Your Holy Sacraments 
according to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Let Your Holy Spirit seek out and reveal Your salvation for those who hear 
and believe Your saving Gospel. Cast away all doubt and strengthen the 
faith of Your people everywhere. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Give peace among the nations, O Lord, that Your Word may not be bound 
but be proclaimed freely and boldly to all people. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Bring Your healing and comfort to all who are sick or injured or in any need, 
[especially . . .]. Give confidence in suffering and thankful hearts for Your 
every blessing. Lord, in Your mercy,



hear our prayer. 
Let the body and blood of Your Son strengthen faith and grant the wisdom 
that comes down from above, that all who commune may be one in 
confession and faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 
our prayer. 
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
Your mercy, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

PREFACE 
The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh 
You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the 
person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

Sanctus 
ull of Thy 

glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is 
He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, 
hosanna in the highest. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

body, which is given for you. This do in 



remembr In the same manner also He took the cup when He 
had supped, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

 blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST                                                                       
As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord
death until He comes. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 
cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming 
for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 

 
           Our Father who art in heaven, 

                    hallowed be Thy name, 
                 Thy kingdom come, 
                 Thy will be done on earth 
                 as it is in heaven; 
                   give us this day our daily bread; 
                 and forgive us our trespasses 
                 as we forgive those  
              who trespass against us; 
                and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



PAX DOMINI 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

AGNUS DEI 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of 
the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest 
away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

Distribution / LSB 393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
 

Nunc Dimittis 
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before 
the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy 
people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 

Thanksgiving 
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
and His mercy endureth forever. 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



BENEDICAMUS 
Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 
LSB 400 Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning 


